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FESPEDs 
To the Reader. + 


RrzADER, 


SERQANE of the Copies of this ſmall piece com- 
| ing to my hand, (amongſt other friends, 
for whoſe more private uſe it ſeems to 
kave been trawſcribed out of the Wri- 
ters notes) T peruſed it over, and having 

| 9 done, Icould not but judge it an ac- 
ceptable work, to make it more publick.- If thou art a 
man of Conſcience this diſcourſe will pleaſethee : but 
#f thou haſt no conſcience, 1 mean no informed, in- 
liehtned, awakened conſcience, ( for every man hath 
4 conſcience, dark or light, good or evill, ) then this 
Diſconrſe will not ſavour with thee ; for ſoit is, that 
met of no conſcience , care not to have conſcience 


preach't; YNcraly ſuch of them, who have loſt their 


conſciences, that have by ſinning againſt light, by 
diſobeying the motions and di@ates of conſcience; ſt- 
evced, conſcience |_that great Oracle of God in man} 
that it is become as if Seared with an hot Tron, as the 
Author obſerves Apoſtates do, who deſert the truth 
they formerly profeſt, and return withthe Sow to her 
wallowing 1n the mire. 7t's the great deſign of the 
Devil to preſerve the helliſh peace of a wicked man, to 
keep that conſcience (lent, abs, vth the [inner 
bath ſiopt : the Devil cares not whether ever conſci- 
#wce ſpeaks again, or no, till the ſoul comes to lye un- 
der everlaſting burnings. $0 long as conſcience is 

A 2 ſelent, 


| O the TI Ger. 
ilent, and thereby the ſinners peace preſerved; the 
Hen is ſure of his Eid : but if once 46h peace be 
broken, before the ſinner bids farewel 10: this world, 
then the continuance of the Dominion and Rule of the 
Devil, in the ſoul, is queſtionable. In this following 
Diſcourſe, the Author hath approved himſelf a work- 


man that need not tobe aſhamed : he hath ſpoken 
much in alittle, preach't many Sermons, in one, If- 


thou wouldſi know what a good conſcience is :- the 
extent of it : its utility and excellency : the bonds 


that tye it : 1f thou wouldſt know who is the $u- 


pream Lord of conſcience, whether this, or the other 
m4n,or any man on earth : If thou wouldſt know how. 


farre conſcience is bound by the Lawes of men, and 


how farre free : All theſe great ueryes are reſolved 
in the following Diſcourſe, with much dexterity and 
perſpicuity. The good Lord grant that this Sermon 
way neither witneſſe againſt him that preach't it, 
thoſe that heard it, or any that may read it. I make 
20 doubt but thou wilt find it very faithfully and 
carefully done, without the leaſt wrong or damage to 
the Author :- Happily there may be here and here 
ſome ſmall enlargements wanting, with which it was. 
delivered in the Pulpit, yet ſuch as are like ro be no 
wayes prejudicial to the Authors ſenſe, or thy profit. 


1 ſhall detain thee no longer in the Porch,but commend. 


the enſuing diſcourſe to thy reading, and Gods blef< 


Me Vale. | 
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ITE a TE nt I IITESS 


A 


Good Conſcience, a ſafe Guide . 
OR THE 


Liberty of Conſcience Vinaicated, 


Heb. 13, 18. For we truſt we have a good Conſcience, 
in all things willing to live honeſtly. 


ESTER T was the ſaying of Solon the great Law- giver,That in his 
al Pa me there were mAny. good Laws enatte yet there WAMt=-- 


continues matter of complainr amongſt us in theſe dayes, any 
ſeth after Science, but few ſeek, after ( that is, exerciſe ) Conſcience ; 
and indeed many have a Conſcience for their condemnation, that 


_ «* have not a Conſcience for their verrue and ſalvation ; for Conſci- 


ence is the honſe of the Soul that lies extreamly ruinared, and laid 
to walt in theſe dayes wherein we live. So that we have too much 
r2aſon to. ſay, Many have Science, few have Conſcience : Many 
know mi C5, but few look to put into execution that which they 
know, Bt 1 (hall not make any large preamble to theſe words g. 
neither deraine you long by ſeeking out any tri& Connexion : 
The words immediately foregoing are the Apoſtles Exhortation 
to ſtir them up to obey thems aun Fad the ruls over them, and ſub- 
mit unto them, for they watch for your ſenls, as they that muſt. 
giveaccount, And here in this verſe he*firſt beſpeaks a duty of 
chem, and that 1s, their prayers : Secondly, he enforceth this du- 
ty, and urgeth it ; for we truſt that we have a good Conſcyence + 
Thirdly, this Reaſon 1s exemplitied,and alareed? in the extent of 
it ; 12 all things willing to live kmneſt ly, I ſhall 


| + T ſhi not now ſpeak tothe Dury enjoyned uponthem, ainely, 
the peoples prayers,for the Apoſtles ſucceſs: but om 
the reaſon from which he urgech this Duty, and ſhall gonſider it 


DoErinally : 
DoGt. That it is owr Duty to keep 4 good Conſcience in all thingy, 


And here T ſhall ſpeak to theſe four things, 
1, That God hath planied i every man a Conſcience, 
2, What a good Conſcience is, 
3, I ſhall ſpeak co the extent of it, That we are to keep a 
00d Conſcience inall chings. 
4. The benefits, or uſefulneſs of a go0d Conſcience. 

Ficlt, That chere is inevery man a Conſcience, And if you . 
will fay, What :5 Conſcience? I anſwer, The word in the Original l 
tignifies | ro know together | and ſo ir may eithet relate unto God, 
who knoweth, together wich us, the things that we do :- or elſe, 
it may relate co us, and ſignifieth chat there is ſomrhing within us, 
which in Gods ſtead, knoweth together with us, the chings which 
we do, whether chey be good or evil, 

Now this Conſcience is in every man, It is {aid of the Heathen 
and Infidels (Rom. 2.15.) Their Conſcience alſo bearing them wits - 
neſs, &c. There is none in humane nature ſo batbarous, where the 
ſparks ofConſcience are not. There was a Conſcience in the Scribes 
and Phariſces, Foh.$.9, As itis impoſſible for fire ro be without | 
hear, though ic may be covered with aſhes ; ſo itisimpoſible to | 
ſeparate Conſcience from a man ; it is a piece of the humane na- | 
ture, and lives and dies with us : though it may be choaked, or | 
ſeared and ſupifhed, yer till rhere 1s a Conſcrence of good and | 
evill, that neceflarily cleaves to the humane nathre, No length of 
time cani Wear this Conſcience out : No force is able to ſuppreſsir : _ 

No greatneſs or power can ſtifle ic ; No muſick can chafm ir : No, Þ. 
nor death it.fe{f is able to part Conſcience from a ſipner ; bur it | 


thall awake wich him in that great day : for Conſcience 1s that 
worme that never dyeth ; that fire that never gotth out but endurerh 
{o long as man enduteth. | 
No length of cime can wear this Conſcience out : Joſeph's Bre- 
thren, when in Pharab's Court, had a Conſcience of that evill | MET 
which Mey had dons to their Brother ewenty years before. 
No violetice or force is able to ſuppreſs it : bur it will thew ic 
ſelf, 5 
| 


ſel, tothe rerrour of wicked men, at enetime or other : thismade 
Tadac to bring again'the money which he had taken as the unjuſt 
price of his Maſters Bloud,and to throw it down at the feer of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, | 

No greatneſs or power 15 able to ſtifle tt : ir made Pharach 
come down from his Throne, and cry out, 7 have finntd ; I and 

people have done wickgdly. 

All the pleaſures and delights of this world, are not able co 
charme it ; burit mill ſpeak at one time or other, That penfive- 
neſs of Melancholy that came upon Saul, was nothing but the evil? 
ſpsr1t of his own Conſcience : and though he calFd for the harp, 
and inſtfumenrs of Muſick, and ſought to allay this evil Spirit. 
which his own fins had raiſed up againſt him ; he was not able ro.do 
ic, Thar's the firſt thing, There 1s in every man a Conſcience, 

Secondly, Whart 1s Conſcience ? 2, I anſwer, r.Negative- 
ly, An Erroneous Confcience 18 not a good Conſcience : though ic 
may be accompanied with never ſo fair pretences of zeal, and pie-- 
ry, and godlineſs;" yet 1f 1t do miſgnide us from the way of Gods: 
word, and make us-ſwerve'from the Rules of righteouſneſs and 
juſtice ; itisno good Conſrience. 

A Queſtion therefore neceſlarily ariſeth, 7yhether we are bound) 
tofollow-au Erroneans Conſcience 7 To which I Anſwer, 1.VVe - 
cannot Wirhour ſin either obey, . or diſobey an ert oneous Conſci- 
ence; if Conſcienceerre in reſpeR of Gods Command, and en- 
joyne us to do that which 15s contrary to Gods Law, to be ſure here 
we fin : for we muſt alwayes know, thatthe Law of God is Supe- 


riour, and above amans Conſcience ; for the Conſcience of a man - 


is to be informed by Gods Law, and ir gathers light and Rirength 
from it. So that-if Conſcience binds to do any thing contrary to 
Gods Law; we ſin in obeying it 3 becauſe the Law of God is above 
Conſcience, and that remaineth ſtedfaſt, and immoyeable, whe- 
ther our Conſcience be rightly informed concerning it, or no. 

2, Neither can we diſobey 'an erroneous Conſcience wichout 
fin ; this is the miſerable Dilemme that erring Conſciences do. 
bind the perſons in whom they are unto :. As for inſtance, If an' 
;2norant man think himſelf bound in Confcience to pray unto 
Saints departed, which either God hath forbid, -or nor'given us 
ſufficient warrant to doe ; in this caſe if he do ptay unto the Saints 
departed, he fins; becauſe he goes contrary to Gods TY W | 
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hath nota ſufficient warrant for what he doth : -Oryif he dathnot. 
pray unto chem, he (ins; becauſe he goes contrary tohisown Con- 
|CICNCC, 

3. (and Laſtly)If Conſcience impoſe a thing as neceflary,which 
is in it (elf indifferent, it becomes neceflary to that man : For in- 
ttance, if aman think in his Conſcience that he ought rooblerve 
dayes and tim-2s of falling ; or that he ought, ro pray fo many - 
times a day ; in this caſe they are neceſlary ro this man ; becauſe 
his Conſcience makes them to be ſo. So that thus we ſee how far 
we may, or may not, follow an ercing Conlcience, | 

| Bur more poſitively, a 200d Conſcience is 1, An enlightned. | 
| 2, Apeaceable, 3. A faithtull Conicence. | 
Ficlty Ir is an enlightned Conccience $a Conſcience rightly | 
informed ; that doth dire& and judge aright from Gods word 
from the remaining Law ; or from the Law of eternal Truth and | 
Righteouſneſs, Such a Conſcience had David, Plal, 119. 105, | 
There 1s a twofold knowledge requiſite in this caſe, x. The | 
knowledge of Cods Law ; unleſſe the Conſcience be informed, "4 
and enlightned by Gods Law, either revealed, or implanted,-or | 
oathered by 6bſervation, or by known rules of eternal. righceouſ- | 
k neſle, it could neither juſtifie, nor condemn; neither acquit, nor | 
* accuſe any man. 2, There muſt be the knoyiedge .of our- ſelves, | 
that we may know how far we do obey the Law of God, and how | 
farre not, The Scribes and Phariſees did well know out'of Gods: 
Law, that to ſhed innocent blood was forbidden, yet they put our 
Saviour to death, becauſe they did not know themſelves ; thete- | 
fore he prayes, Father forgive them, they k::9w not what they do, 

Secondly, A good Conſcience is a peaceable Conſcience ; 
whichneither doth, nor can accuſe us.of any wickedneſs ; bur is. 
alwayes ready to acquit and diſcharge us.” Such a Conſcience had 
Obadiah, who, itis ſaid, Feared the Lord from hus youth : Such 
a Conſcience had Paxl, Acts 24. 16. And ſucha Conſciencehad 
Samuel, when he pleaded his innocency befoxe .the Elders of 
Iſrael, 1 Sam. 12. 2, 3. Jobalſo had this. quiet Conſcience, Fob 

31.19, 2C, 21, Andſuch a Conſcience had old Szweor, Luke 2, | | 
399 30, A good Conſcience 1s a I 4 Conſcience. J: 


ObjeA. But { (gweecfe of a mans Conſcience be the goodneſs. | 
of it, many wicked men may plead hich for a gaod- Conſcience, ſings 
they ſeem to live in all peace and quietneſs of mms, and Conſcience, | 


Ci 
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(5) 
and to paſſe over their time with preat eaſe and content, 

To this I anſwer, There is ( queſtionleſs ) a very great differ- 
ence berwixt the peace of a good mans, and of a wicked mans, 
Conſciznce : the wicked have but the nzme, and ſhadow of 
peace ; a peace fallely ſo called ; the true peace they.have not 
known, There ts no peace to the wicked, ſaith my God, 1a, 57. 21. 

Bekides the Godly mans peace of Conicience, flowes from his 
Juſtibcatton, Row. 8. 1, Whereas a wicked mans pexce flowes 
from his riches, and honour, and oucward contentments in the 
Wo:ld, 

Again, The peace ofa wicked mans Conſcience 15 momenta- 
Is and tranfitor Y3 whereas the Peace of a g00d man 15 more 
laſting and permanent : if atfliction, ficknefle, diſgrace, poverty, 


' or death cometh, this bereaves a wicked man of all his peace, and 


then Conſcience, like a r0a:ing Lyon, breaks forth againſt him. 

Thi:dly, A: good Conſcience is a faithfull Conſcience ; and 
this hath wo properties; x. It is very watchful, and alwayes ready 
to excice and provoke us to the doing of good, or eſchewing of 
evill ; it will not let ſlip any occaſion, or opportunity whereby we 
may better our ſelves or others, It was a faithfull Conſcience 
that made David ſay, 1 will never forget thy precepts, Pſal. 119. 
Again 2, a faichful Conſcience is impartially-rigid and ſevere 
it will not comply with us, in any thing contrary to its judgment, 
buc will alwayes ſpeak what ic thinks : Men oft times do wave 
eheir own ſenſe, and ſpeak to us in ſuch terms as they think will 
moſt comply with us ; bur a faichfull Conſcience is alwates ready 
to ſpeak the truth unto us in every caſe ; it 1s very exat and 
ſevere» Thus we have ſhewed what a good Conſcience 1s, 

In the third place, The extent of a good Conſcience , it muſt 
be inall things ; 7, inaRs of piety to God ; 2, in aQs of righ» 
reouſneſs, and chariry to men, 

Firſt, A good Conſcience mult be kept, in a&ts of piety to 
God ; Conſcience 1s moſt ſcrupulous and tender about the things 
of God ; which made an Ancient Father ſay, 7 he little Scruples of 
Religion, are the great grievances of Conſcience: and he that would 
keep a good Conſcience, muſt be moſt obſervant in theſe things ; 
for the more nearly things relate unto God, the more [tri Con- 
ſcience is : And here theſe two rules muſt be obſerved, 1. kt 
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(6) 
muſt do nothing in Religion with dowbring Conſciences,. 2, Muc 
leſle cortrary to Conſcience. 

Firlt, We muſt do nothing in Religion with doubrrng,. or ſcru- 
pulous Conſciences ; that 15,, whileft Conſcience is: mn ſuſpence 
whether the things be lawful, or not ; what we do inthis caſe is 
ſin/ull, becauſe we converſe with God doubringly ; and what 55 net 
of futh, xs ſin : according to that of the Apolile, Rom, 14, 23. 
Therefore we mutt labour to ſatisfie, and truly to inform our 
Conſciences, that we may have faith and confidence in God, and 
he things of God, | 

Secondly, Much lefle ought we to do any thing contrary to 
Conſcience, in thethings of God : Conſcience mult not be for- 
ced ; we'ought not to bow the knee of Conſcience, to any man; 


not for fear, nor fayour, nor gaine, nor lofle, nor for any hope of 


advantage in this world, we muſt not break our Conſciences, nor 
force them to thoſe things which they are not free unto; that man 
1s miſerable, that alloweth himſelf in thoſe things wherein his 
Conſcience is offended : Conſcience 1s Gods Deputy in the 
ſoul, O while(t Conſcience looks on, God himſelf looks on; and 
ir is Gods Regiſter, and records what we do z and if we do any 
thing contrary to Conſcience, we do exceedingly fin againſt God x 
Remember the cale of Prancts Spira, when his wife and children 
came about him,, the thoughts of that Eftate which he had reſer- 
ved for them upon ſuch illcerms , how did his Conſcience terrifie 
him 2 So dangerous a thing 1t 1s to do: any thing contrary 
co Conſcience : therefore ler nsnot be brought to go further in 
Religion then our Conſciences will permit us ; for we owe more 
ro Conſcience, then to any motrall man; and the Lawes of Con- 
ſcience are more binding upon us,. then all the Lawes and Ordi- 
natices inthe world ; and the time cometh when we ſhall know, 
that the diſobeying of our own Conſcience 1s more injurious ro 
us, thet the diſobeying of all other Authoricies whatſoever ; 
for by offending againſt Conſciente, we offend God, whoſe face 


and image Conſcience beareth. 7 OR 
Secondly, We muſt keep a good Conſcience in acts of mercy, 


andrighteouſneſſe unto men: for Conſcience 1s Gods Deputy, 


and our Over-ſeer ; not to oyerlook us in the things thar relate 
:mmediately towards God onely ; bur - likewiſe in- thoſe duties 


which refer one unto another. The Phraſe in the Text is, Pulling 
to 
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to live honeſtly + Many men are forward in a&s of Religion, which 
are backward ina&s of charity an! righteouſnſs to men : this isa 
ficange ſpicit,by which many are ated, What are we in this caſe, 
-bur like the Scr1bes and Phariſees, thoſe painted Sepulchers, thar 
were indeed ourwarc'ly glorious, in reſpect of the form of Religi- 
on, but inwardly full of all ro:tcnnetle and impurity ? bur in vain 
do they piecend to glo:ifie God in As of deyotton, who are te- 
mils, and negligent inthe duries of chacity end righreauineſs . to= 
Wards men ; for Con'gtence 1s ntmore2 exact to fee us perform 
religtous acts, then 1: is to ſz2 us diſcha:ge our duty one towards 
another : the former being as means, in orcer to the latter : 
tnerefore as weare to keep a good Cunſiencgyn acts of piety to» 
wars God; foare we likewite in as of julttce, and charity, and 
r19htecuſneſle towa:ds men, 

Fourthly, * The next particular is, The uſefulnefle of a good 
Conſcience : and here we ſhall corfider Conſcience 1n a fourfold 
reſpet : 1. Asa Witneſſe, 2, Asa Judge. 3. ASa Councel- 
our. 4. AS a Comforter, 

| Firſt, Conſience is a witneſſe ; God hath pur it into this 
Oftice ; It 15 bs Regiſter here on earth : and this Regiſter Book 
{hall be opened inthe great day of account, There are two great 
properties of this Witneſs of Conſcience; 1, It is Suprearh, the 
higheſt, and moſt uncontroulable Witnefle in the world, The 
Heathen could ſay, thar, Conſcience was a thouſand Witneſſes, tin 
ther for, or againſt aman, Though all the world ſhould condemn 
us, yerif Conſcience witneſs for us, it were not much material : 
and ſo on the contrary, 1 John 3. 20. 1f our heart condemn us, 
God ts greater then our heart, and knoweth all things, As Judges 
here proceed according as things are alledged, and proved : ſo 
God, the great Judge of all the world, will proceed with us, as 
things are alledged and proved, by our own Conſciences. 2, The 
Wi: neſs of Conſcience 15 ſincere and impartial : Conſcience never 
cives a falle teſtimony. Conſcience doth fincerely wi:neſs, whar 
we have done in child-hood ; in youth ; and in riper yeares ; 
what we have done openly, and ſecretly ; and thoſe rhings thar 
ſeem to be forgotten; which made one to ſay, (#:ſcieree hath a 


good menzory. The chief Butler forgot the promiſe thag.-he 


had.made fo Joſeph, but Conicience rold him of ir, Gen, 41. 9. 
B 3 | And 
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And this is a ſingular benefit of Conſcience,it is the moſt Supream 
and impartial Witneſle, 

Secondly, Conſcience isa Judge ; it judgerh of things done, 
or to be done, whether they be good, or evill: As we try Gold 
by the Ballance, ſo Conſcience doth try, and judge our actions, 
by Gods word, and the rules of eternall juſtice and righteouſ- 

ſs; and therefore {onfcience is as the Oracle of God; it is the 
oreat Judge, and Determiner of our actions, whether good or 
evill, And as Conſcience is a Judge, fo 1c is the moſt impartial 
Judge ; ir reſpeerh no perſons ; it values not the greatnefle 
of any mans eſtate ; 1t 15 not charmed with eloquence, neither can 
it be bribed with Gold or Silver ; 1t doth not fear the Crowns, the 
Scepter, or the CAMiter, When Belſhazzer ſar amonglt his 
Captains of warte, he ſaw a Hard that ſeemedto write, and 
though he knew not what the Hard writ, yet his Conſcience pre- 
ſently gave him the Alarum, Dan, 5. 6. When Paul reaſmed of 
righteauſneſſe, temperance, and judgement to come, before Felix the 
Rowan Deputy, the Text rells us, that Felix trembled, Acts 24, 
25. Perhaps Felix thought to have terrtiied Paul, bur Fe'rx his 
own Conſcience terrified him more ; Paul reaſoned of +ighteouſe 
neſſe, before a corrupt Judge, that was addicted to bribery - and 
he reaſoned of temperance, to Felx. that lived in adiliery wich 
another mans wite - and Felix his Conlcience gave him the 
Alarum ; and whileſt he ſought corerrihe Pay!, 1nd Jude him 
at his Barre ; his own Conſcience juated hum'cl! much more, 
Conſcience is 2 molt impartial Judg*. 

Thirdly, Conſcience 1s_ a wile and {airhfull Comncetlour,. ro 
dire& us mthe doing of Good, or avoiding of Evilt ; aiwyes 
ready to tell us what we ought, or ought not to do; and this wirh 
the greateſt freedom, and faichfulnefle ; this 1s thar which men 
call, The Light withis ; the grear Light which enlightnech eve- 
ry man, to diſtinguiſh good and evill. And Conſcience will not 
only adviſe and counſel us, but if we w!'l giveic leaye, it will 
oive us Arguments to enforce us to follow its advice : Ir was 
Conſcience that with-held David from killing Saul, his heart 


ſavte him, It was Conſcience that with-held_Foſeph from con- 


ſenting to the enticement of his Miſtriſs, when ſecrefie, and op- 
portlnity, and time, and place, all conſpired to further the remp- 
ration. Ahab the King of 7ſrae! refuſed the councel of Mrcaiah, 

and 
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and hearkned to-the four hundred falſe Prophers, who councelled 
him co his ruin, Conſcience 1s that good Aicarah, the true Pro- 
phet,that alwates councelleth us for our good;bne fleth,and blood, 
and che world ; the profits, and pleaſures thereof, the'e are the 
falſe Prophets that councell us for our ruine, Conſcience is a 
faithful and wiſe Councellour. 

Fourthly, (and laſtly) A good Conſcience is agreat (omfor- 
ter ; it is 2 continual feaſt, not for a day, or a week only, but a 
continual feaſt : afealt of fat things, whereunto good men only are 
invited ; the wicked partake not of theſe dainties. What ſhall 
I ſpeak of this benefit ? A good Conſcience is health, in ficknels : 
riches, in poverty : konour, in diſerace : liberty, in priſon : ic is 
life, in death : 1t will remain with us,when all other earthly com- 
forts will forſake us: It will make us look upon the King of Ter 
rours With undaunted countenances ;. it made the Apolile fing 
that ſweer Song at his Departure, 2 Tim, 4. 6, 7, 8. Inthe greac 
day of Judgement, when all the world ſhall be of a light hire ; 
the Sea roarimg ; and mens hearts failing for feare ; calling to the 
mountains and hulls to fall upon them, then a good Conſcience will 
make a man lift up his face with boldneſs, before them that have 
oppreſſed him, and taken away his goods,  A- good Conſcience 
1s a great Comforter, 

Before we come to make Application of this Dodtrine, ( fince 
we are {o bound ro purſue the di&ates of our Conſciences) let us 
enquire, what are the bonds of Conſcience : There are two ſorts 
of bonds, that bind our Conſcience ; rhe firſt and great bond, is 
that which God layes upon us immediately, and in his own Au- 
thoricy ; the ſecond ſort of bonds are thoſe that men lay upon us 
by a borrowed and derived Authority from God : The firſt isan 
ab:oluce bond : The ſecond is a relative bond, as the SchooI-men 
diitinguith them : The firſt. is that which God challengeth over 
us im his own right, aShe is Lord of our Conſcience : And the ſe- 
cond is that which men challenge over us, not in their own right, 
bur in the right of God, by a derivative, and delegated Autho;ity 
from God. 

Firſt,. Gods Law, that is the Supream bond of { onſcience ; 
whether it be the Law wricten in our hearts ; or the Law written 
in Gods book : Unto us Chriſtians, the Word of God written in 
tis Book, is the great bond of our Conſciences ; and that _ 
ez 


' mn" 9, | 
the Word of God binds, noman can looſe ; and that which the 
Wo:d of God loofeth, no man can bind, and the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe God 13 the principal and chiet commander of Conſcience, 
and his Law isth2 Bond of ic, Gods V Vill i: i: the ſtanding rule, 
and meaſure of £oodne!*, Rims, 7.7. I had not known fin, but by 
the Law ; and where theres; no Law, there can be n9 tranſereſſion, 
The Word of Lod 1s that tupream Powe , or chief Bond that 
bincerh the Confcieaces of men ; and ro c:cature, how great fo- 
eve, candiſpence with this Bond o: Obligation : Ir 15a wicked 
i{u-parton 10 the Papal power, o! any other Authority, when they 
take upon them tro diſpence with the beach of any of theſe Bonds; 
the b:each of the P:ecepts;etther of the Old, 07: New Teltamen:: 
To free the Conſciences of men where God hath bound them, 
13 to exalc themſelves above Ged ; ir ts more thenthe Angels 
in Heaven can doz : for we may ſay with the Prophet, Fer ever, 
O Lord, is thy word ſettled in its place ; and we may as ſoon 
remcve the Heavens out of their place, as remove theſ= 

Bonds. 

econdly, Men may bind our Conſctences, not in their 6wn 
right, but by Authority from God : the Laws of Magliltrates are 
binding upon Conſcience derivatively from Gcd, bzcauſe he hath 
bid us be ſubject unto them, Rom, 13, 1. Let every ſoul be ſubje(l 
unto the higher powers : ' For there 1s no power but of God'; and the 
powers that be,are ordained of God. And Verſ,5, Wherefore ye muſt 
needs br ſubjeFt, not only for wrathbut alſo for Conſcience ſake, Not 
only for wrath, that is, out of fear, beca'/{e rhey carry the Sword 
of Juſtice: bur for Conſcience ſake,becav's their power 1s of God, 
But (hll you mult rake 1c with this ca11{10n, Such Laws of men on- 
ly are binding upon Conſctence, which a-evertually contained in 
the Laws of God : for the Lawez of men are only binding upon 
Conſcience, as they are derivative from the Lays of God, and re- 
ceive force from that ſprins, There are ſome caſes wherein the 
Lawes of men do not bind the Conſcience, which it is fit all of us 
ſhould think of : Nov the Lawes of men.do not bind Conſcience 

in ſuch cafes as theſe, followirg. | | 
Fi;ſt, When rhey command things unlawful, then they loſe 


"their poiver of binding the Conſcience ; when they command 


things contrary to Gods VVord,; then chey are no longer in that 
+ force 
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force and authority which firſt impowered them; Tere is no 
manthar is'not devoid of Chriſtianity, bur muſt needs yield, rhar 
the Laws of men do no wayes bind Conſcience in ſuch a caſe; 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and eAbednego, being commanded by the 
King to Worſhip the [mage which he had ſet up ; they Silobeyed 
him, and were not careful to anſwer hins in that matter, Dan. 3.15. 
So alſo Dame! himſelf, Dar. 6. 10,13, And when the Apottles 
were {trialy charged to preach no mare in the Name of Jeſus, their 
Aniwer was, Whether it be right, to obey God, or man, judge ye < 


| So that all commands of men toſe their Authority of binding the 


Conſcience, when they command things unlawful, or contrary to 
Gods V Vord. { 75> | And of their unlawfulneſs every mans Con- 
ſcience is the proper Judge, and NOT THEY, THAT COM- 
MAND THEM - Por, becauſe every man muſt anſwer for 
himſelf to God, it is but reaſonable that every man ſhould judge for 
himſelf + for it no man ſhall bear the blame of my actions bur my 
ſelf, ir is fir 1 ſhould judge of them my ſelf. 
Secondly, The commands of Magitirares do not bind the Con- 
ſciences of men, | £-7> ]- whenthey make things indifferent, ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary ; 1m this caſe they are unlawful, and bind nor 
the Conſcience : for the Lawes of Ch-11t are much ſupertour to the 
Lawes of men, whether C:wil, or Eccleſiaſtical : Now indif- 
ferent things, are made ſo by the Lawes of Chriſt 5 for this 1s 
che Liberty which Chriſt hath given, and which we are exhorred 
to ſtand Pl 
Chrift give Liberty, the Lawes of men cannot bring us into 
Bondage, Things indifferent, when they are made abſolure 
and neceſlaty, in many caſes become unlawfull : As for 
inſtance , the wearing of a Gown, or' a Surplice, or Rand- 
ing up ' at the' Creed, or any* other of thoſe poitur$s, or 
Aparrels, &c. as things indifferent'they may be uſed ; bur it 
they be enjoyned upon us as things neceſlary unto the V Vorſhip 
of God, aSrhar it is nor fir, or lawful co preach, or perform the 
V'Vorthip of God withour chem, this 1s contrary to that Libercy 


which Chriſt hath given us, which is ro uſe indifferent things, as 


things indifferent ; as in ſuch caſes the precepts concerning chem 
do nor obliege us, Bur when'they are commanded as things only 
indifferent, for ſome policick or prudential Realon, in ſuch caſes T 

thitk 


14 ; and in thoſe things wherein the Lawes of 
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think they may be uſed, only wich«cheſe two great cautions, which 
are necelfarily annexed to the uſe of all indifferent things : Viz, 
T, Thac we doit withour offence £o our ſelves. 2. Wirhour ſcan- 
dal, and offence to others : Indifferent things are onlyto be uſed, 
W:::n they are without thele great prejudices, either the ſcrupling 
of a mans (elf ; or giving offence to others. For if I have a latitude, 


| and for peace and quietneſs {zke, could do a thing indifferent in 


ic ielf; I muſtlikewiſe conſult, whether I may do it withour of- 
fence, or icandal to others ; as che Apolile gives it, Rom, 14, 
I 9,29 "CFC. 
 Quetft, Bur here a Queſtion ariſeth, Whether things that are 
endifferent in themſelves, being once commanded, do not become ne- 
ceſſary ? | 

eArſw. I anſwer, That which is in its own nature indifferent, 
cannot by any precept , or command whatſoever be changed in its 
nature, and become zeceſſary, For that which Chriſt by his war- 
rant and authority, hath made Common, or [ndifferent, that cannot 
by any ſubſequent Law or Edi, be made neceſſary; for it ſo, the 
Laws of men ſhould be ſuperiour to the Lawes of C hr:/t, which is 
alrogerher irrational,and abſurd ; and therefore that Liberty which 
Feſus Chriſt hath purchaſed for his people, the profeſlors of true 
Religion, and declared in the Goſpel, ir cannot be changed, 
abridged, limited," or reſtrained by. any ſubſequent Authority 
Fharſoever. | 

But Secondly, Things indifferent, being commanded as indif- 
ferent, if they may be uſed without offence to our ſelves, or to 
others; in ſuch a caſe, ( as we ſaid before ) we ought to be obedi- 
ent for Cenſcience ſake. Bur fince the general complexion and 
remper of men, at this day, inthe Chriſtran world, 15 of that na= 
ture, partly through weakneſs, and partly otherwiſe, the fewer 
commands thatare given, the better : | Z5>]and he that hath 
o00d reafonts (cruple, and doubr, whether he (ball be obeyed, 
07Nno; it is the beſt point of his wiſdome not to command ar al! : 
for it is much better thar a Maſter, or Magiſtrate,ſhould not com- 
mand at all, then that having commanded, he ſhould net be 
obeyed. : 

Bur 1 have proceeded in this Argument further then I thought 
#0 have done, and yet not further then the Vindication N oy 

rut 
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Truth doth require. I now conclude, That the Conſcience: of 
men, they are Geds Territories, and he is the proper Lord over 
them ; and no man may invade them, or intrench upon them, un- 
der any pretence whatſoever. Liberty is a Chriſtians Birth-right ; 
tis thar yhich all men challenge, as mer, and as (hriſtians ; 
only we mult not uſe this Liberty to the jult ſcandal, or offence 
of any: for though al! things be lawful, ( that is, indifferent 


things ) yetas ci:cumſtances may ſtand, ll things may not be ex- 
pedient, 


Uſe. 1 come now to make ſome general Application of this 
Derine. In the firſt place, Since God hath implanted in every 
man a Conſcience, it ſerves to gainſay that idle Opinion, 7 hat 
ſri 1s nothing elſe but a preſent fit of Melancholy, ariſing 
Sym: the apprehenſion of evill, either felt, or feared ; and that it 15 
but a natural humonr ſtirred up in the budy, and made uſe of to dr- 
fturb us, It 15 true, that Conſcience cauſeth a great dealof Me- 
lancholy, bur it is not Melanchely ir ſelf, For Conſcience is nor 
any humour of the body ; bur it 1s a ſtanding temper of mind ; a 
- natural power which cleavech to the ſoul ; namely, a Conſcience 
of good and evill: evenas Light cleaveth to the Sun, and Hear to 
the Fire ; for this Conſcience (which is nothing elſe bur a know- 
I:dge of good and evill) is as neceflarily fixed ro the. minds and 
ſouls of men, as either -of -choſe-properties, to- the. elements we 
ſpeak of. Tf Conſcience were nothing elſe but a fir of Melancho- 
y, as ſome Atheiſtical perſons have informed themſelves, ir 
were then ſubject to the cure of Phyſitians, as other diſeaſes are ; 
bur we all find by experience, thar there isno herb that grows-in 
6ur Gardens, far this diſeaſe ; neither is there any natural medi- 
cine for1this malady, What think you ! was it only. Melancholy 
thar made Cars cry-out, My prniſhment 3 greater than I can 
bear 2 and thar made Judas bring the thirty pieces of filver, and 
throw them at rhe feet of thoſe that hired him, and: go- away and 
kang 'bimſelf ?-: Certainly it -was more: than Melancholy that 
bron$he FrarversSpira, and'many others, to that deſparation which 
the Records of our times, and former ages acquaint us with, 
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Uſe 2, It cendemneth thoſe perſons. exceedingly , that go 
abour to {uppreſſe their Conſciences ; that labour co filence this. 
oreat Oracle of God in themſelves ; that ſeek to blow our this 
Candle of the Lord, and to extinguiſh the Light within them, 
And this men may do, by running into company, and drowning 
themſelves in ſeniuality, and plealure, that ſo the voice of Conſct- 
ence may not be heard in them ; they do with the Conſcience as 
Saul did With the evil ſpirit that haunted him, he called for a Min- 
frell, and ſought to allay the fury of his ſpiricy, by the (weet melo- 
diouſneſs of it z So men when haunted by this evil ſpirit, which 
purſues them from the Lord, they call for Inſtruments of mulick, 
and ſeek ro allay ir, bur they cannot do it, We filence our Con- 
ſcience when we {light irs advice, and gocontrary to the diftates 
thereof, When Conſcience ſpeaketh, and men will not hear ir, 
nor follow its advice, Conſcience grows falent, and will ſpeak no 
more, at leaſt for ſome time ; and hence it cometh to paſs that 
intime mens Conſciences become Seared with a hot Iron, as the 
Apoſtles exprefſion is ; wichout remorie, or feeling : This kind of 
Conſcience is found in three ſorrs of perſons : 1. In all diflolute 
perſons, who like Common Strumpets, have proſticuted their ſouls 
co every fin >: In all obilinate and obdurate finners,who like Ahab. 
have ſold themſelves to work, wickedneſſe in the ſight of God, 2, In 
all icoffers at Religion, who make a mock of it ; that deſpiſe the 
profefſion of it; and deride thoſe thar run not into the ſame 
exceſs of riot with themſelves, 3. In all Apoſtares from the 
Truth, who deſert it, and retarn with the Sow that was waſhed, to 
her wallowing in the mire, Men of this CharaRter, viz, of Seared 
Conſcience, of all others, are in the moſt (ad,and deplorable Eſtate, 
becauſe they have loſt the proper remedy of their ſouls converſi- 
on ; for Conſcience is the ſouls poilibility of recovery,.the pr 
means of mans reftorarion. Therefore to. ſilence and ſtupifie 
Conſcience, it is not only an-a& of great wickedneſle, but likewiſe 
of folly and indiſcretion: it is to {ilence the Oracle of God ; to 
blow out the Candle of the Lord ; to extinguiſh the light within 
us : and to flight the moſt proper means of our recovery, and re» 
Rozation unto God, 


Uſe 3. 
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Uſe. 3. We ſhewed you that-Conſcience is a Witneſſe, and 
ſairhfull Regiſter of all our aRions; as likewiſe a great Judg: 1: 
the hearrs'ot men: from thence we deduce, That it is no grea: 
matter for the opinion of the world, or what the world thinke:!:, 
or ſalth of us ; but the great matter is, What 1s the judgement 
of. our on Con{cience ; this is more valuable than the judgement 
of all the world : The teſtimonials of {onſcience are ſupream, 
above all other teſtimonies : The judgement of the world is in- 
Competent ; a good Conſcience will teach us to paſle through the 
world quietly ; through fear, and hope ;- through honour, and 
diſgrace; through good report, and bad report ; ſtill there is 
ſomething within us, thatis for us, or againſt us : With me (ſaith 
the Apolile ) it #54 ſmall matter to be judged of you: There 1s 
one that judgerh us within, and that is our own Conſciences ; 
and there is one that judgeth us wichout, and that is God. 


Uſe 4. We ihewed you, that an erroneous Conſcience, 1s not 
a.vood Conſcience ; Let us therefore labour to have our Conſct- 
ences enlighcned, and truly informed, that they may faichfully 
diſcharge their duty, [pnorazxce, is not the Mother of true Devoe 
 zox ; it is not beſt walking in the dark ; though ſome men do 
ſo affirm. There are ſome alwayes teaching, and others alwayes 
learning, ard yet neither rhe one, nor the other cometh to the 
Fenty. of the Truth. It is acomfortable thing to have our Con- 
ſciences enlightned, that we may walk in the light, for ke that 
walketh in the light ftumbleth not, and feareth not : bur the dark is 
an occaſion of ftumblifte ; and an occaſion of fears, and jealouties : 
thofe whoſe Conſciences are not enlightned, are full of ſcruples ; 
full of offences ; full of doubts ; and full of fears: Let's labour 
therefore to have our Conſciences enlightned, that we may di{- 
charge our duty in the places where God hath ſer us, wichour 
fears, or doubts; or jealouſies. Tr is a great miſery to bz directed 
by blind Conſciences : If the b1:xd, lead the blind, they mult needs 
bath fall ints the Ditch + Our Conſciences are our Guides, and it 
isafn to diſobey them, whether they command us right, or 
wrong : if aman follow an erroneous (onſctence, he fins again't 
Gods Law : if he follow it not, he (ins againſt his own Conſcience, 
and condemneth himſelf in that which he alloweth, 
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Only let me give you this Caution, and now I ſpeak to 
ſuch as have weak and ſcrupulous Conſciences z you mult deal 
very tenderly with them : Ir was the direQion-that one gave, 
| T hoſe that are ſcrupulous, ought not to be handledrigidly ] when 
Conſcience is ſcrupled, ic muſt be gemly dealt with's we muſt 
take heed of forcing it ; or dealing boſſterouſly with it : Even as 
when a mote is in a mans eye, though it be bur a {mall thing, yer 
2cauſe che eye 1s a tender part, we mult not deal roughly with it, 
but v2ry gently : the Conſcience is a tender part, asthe eye,.and 
if there be any more, or ſcruple init, we mult take 1t gently our, 
And as we are to deal gently and tenderly with our own Conſci- 
ences when they are {croupulous, and not to force them z ſo mult 
we do wich other mens ; for whatſoever ye world that men ſhould do 
:0y0n, it is your duty todo even ſotothem,, it may be you know 
your liberry, that you may eat any thing,. and: weare any thing ; 
bur another thar is weak thinketh nor ſo ;- therefore ſaith the: 


Apoltle, (1 Cor. 8. 12. ) hes ye ſin againſt the brethren, and © 


wound their weak Conſciences, ye ſin againſt Chriſt, And why ſo ? 
Becauſe you make uſe of that liberty 'which Chri# hathr given- 
you, to the prejudice of Chri$ ; even to deſtroy him for whom- 
(rift dyed : And Verl. 13. the Apoſtle ſhews how ready he was 


to follow his own advice, Wherefore if meat make my Brother to * 


offend, I'will eat no fleſh while the world ſtandeth, leaſt I make my 
Brother to offend, 

It is well queried by ſome,. who 1s meant here by the weak, 
Brother 2 Some think (and not without colour of cruth) that it was 
not ſo much the Chriſtian Brother, as the Gentile Brother ;one that 


was not as yet fully drawn off from Gentiliflne. The Queſtion 


was Concerning the lawfulneſle of eating meat ſacrificed to Idals? 
The Apoſtle thews, that it was fawfull fmply inc ſelf, and gives 
a reaſon, Verſ, 4. We kaowthat a1 Idol is nothing tn the world, and 
that there is no other God but eve, Howbeit (ſaith he,verſ, 7.) there 
is nit in every man that krowledge : for ſome with Conſcience of the 
Idol unto this hour, eat it as a thing offered unto an Idol ; and their 


Conſcience being weak , 15 defiled., That 1s, ſome who think an 


:dol is fomething,' and that mear onght to be offered to ir, and 
char ſvch meat is no longer Common meat, bur hath ſomething 


more than ordinary init, And then,( asit is Vetſ, 16.) If any 
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wan ſet thee which haſt knowledge fit at meat in the Idols Temple, 

1all not the Conſcience of him that ts weak, be emboldned to eat 
theſe things which are offered to Idols x He that is weak, that is, he 
that believerh the Idol is ſomething. So that the meaning ts this, 
The Apoltle thought it very lawfull to eat meat offered ro Idols, 
becauſe an Idol isnothing, and the meat neither betrer, nor worſe, 
bur che ſame for uſe : bur leaſt any perſon that had Conſcience of 
the 1dol, and thought that the meat offered roir, was more than 
common meatyleaſt the Apoſtle ſhould firengrhen ſuch a perſon ir 
his opinion of the Idol, and of the worth of the meat offered to ir, 
hereupon he reſolves,- never to eat meat, rather then ſtrengthen 
ſuch a perioninhis opinion of that kind. So that as we ought to 
deal very gently with our own {crupulons Conſciences, not draw- 
ing them turther or faſter then chey are nacurally willing to go, the 
ſame clemency we uſe co our ſelves, the ſame moderation is expe= 
Qed cowards others ; that we make not uſe of our Chriſtian Li- 


berty ro the offence or prejudice of our weak Brother, for whom 
Chritt dyed, 


Uſe 5. Laſtly, If a good Conſcience be of ſuch great, uſeful- 
neſle, as we have ſhewed, let us labour to keep a good Conſcrence in 
all things ; let Paals exerciſe, be ours, ARS 24.16. «Ard herem 
[ exerciſe my ſelf,to have always a Conſcience void of offence towards 
Ged, and towards mar, And for the better obtaining of this good 
Conſcience there ace three things to be done ; Let amahi begin 
with examination : end proceed to reſtitution : and end in repen- 
tance... We ruſt firſt know our Gn, and the evill that rroubleth 
our Conſcierces; when we know it, we muſt then make ſatisfa- 
Eion, 2Cco:ing to the rules and proportions propoſed : and laſt- 
ly, we muſt endeavour to reform and amend, what thus we find _ 
amiſle 1n cur ſelves, Firſt let a man examine himſelf, and find our 
the evil for which the Conſcience is offended, if he would have a 
peaceable and a quiet Conſcience : a diſeaſe cannot be cured be- 
fore it be known , the wounds of Conſcience cannot be healed 
till they be known ; Now our Copſciences are fairhful Regiſters 
of our ations, if we look into them, we (hall find thoſe grievances 
that trouble our Conſciences ; it is then our duty to Audite our 
aQions dayly at the barre of our Conſciences, Sereea rells us of a 
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Philoſopher that was wont dayly roaudice his aQions, 'end' to call 
himſelfe to an account to find our. the {ecrer diff rs of his 
foul, that there mighr-nothing reR within him to diflurb the quiere 
of his mind : From whence Seneca proceeds to adviſe us,that, He 
1 the beſt trades mangtiwho dayly takes an account of his gaines, and 
Loſſes + Bur alaſs, ſome are ſo gulry, that they darenor ; others 
hat they cannor : and moſt are ſonegligent, that they 
krar6 this book of accounts, bur referr all to the fatall 
that pied day ; when the books indeed ſhall be opened, bur 
bch'meg? advantage, We need no A»gelt from Heaven, 
nor devinarion, to find our the Achan that troubleth our Conſci- 
ence 3 Lerevery manexamine himſelf, and there he ſhall find the 
evill that troubleth him. 2. After examination, proceed to re- 
ftitution $5 Let the fame mind be in us, as was inthe Publican 
Zachens, Luke 19. $. And Zacheus ſtood, and ſaid wnto the Lord, 
Behold Logd, the half of my goods [ give to the poor ; and if I have 
taken avy thing from any man by falſe accnſation, I reſtore hin four- 
fold, Youmay obſerve here a double ſarisfaRion ; one that he 
ofered to God : and the other that he offered ro man : The ſatis- 
fa&ion that he offered to God, half his goods he was willing to give 
»:ta the poor ; and he thar gives to the poor, lends untothe Lord : 
the poor are Gods treaſury, and what ever we caſt inunto them, 
we do bur pur outto uſe; and we ſhall (without doubr) one day 
receive our own with great benefir. And then Zachens makes 
farisfaCtion ro man, {f [ have wronged any man,l reftore it fourfold: 
which occaſioned the Father to ſay, The fin cannot be renneted, un- 
leſſe that which-was taken away be reſtored, The King was bid, to 
break off his ſins by repentance, and his intquities by ſhewing mercy to 
the poor, 3. (and laſtly) there muft be a repenrance, and ceſſati- 
on from the fin : a ſorrow for the faCt, and ceaſing from ir ; and 
when the cauſe of the trouble of Conſcience is once removed, the 
efte& muſt needs ceaſe. 
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